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STEP INTO THE PAST: READING CARD CLUB 1947
(EXTRACTED FROM "CAMERIC NOTES & NEWS"

VOL.2 No.7 JANUARY 1948)

READING BRANCH REPORT: The third meeting of the Reading Branch was
held on 13th November (1947) and four members attended. An interesting
discussion was held on cards. A system of exchanging on catalogue value,
irrespective of condition, was instituted which works very satisfactorily. It is
hoped that more members will attend on 17th December (1947) at 7 pm at
The Trade Union Club, Minster Street, Reading (in Room 4 or 1a whichever is
available). Full particulars from the Branch Secretary: Mr. C.W. J. Long of 87
Salisbury Road in Reading.

Mr. C.W.J. LONG: A PERSONAL PROFILE.
Fellow members, here is my brief history. I was

born at Swindon (a Moonraker!) on October 12th
1905 and became interested in cigarette cards in
my early schooldays. The first sets I can
remember were Lambert & Butler's "Aviation"
and Player's "Wonders of the World".

I received my first album in 1915 from
relatives. It was a corner-slot type and through
tearing one of the strips I 'lost' it for six months
as my mother confiscated the album in order to
teach me to be more careful. It was returned to me and I still have it in my
collection.

I am a Railwayman, having worked as a mechanic at the Reading
Locomotive Department since 1929. This enables me to attend the London
meetings of the Cameric Club fairly regularly. I joined the Cartophilic Society
in 1941 and the Cameric Club in October 1942; since when I have made many
friends and increased my collection threefold. It now totals 509 sets with a
gross total of 32,000 cards.

Looking through the members list, I noticed quite a few were in my near
locality. I set to and contacted them and was able to get them cracking to
start a local branch in September 1947 with four members. This has now
increased to eight and we hope to get more.
Yours Fraternally ...... C.W.J. Long.

EDITORIAL NOTE: How about submitting your own brief profile ?
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GRAND ANNUAL DINNER AT 'THE GREAT HOUSE'
IN SONNING: 04-03-14  (PIX BY LIZ TEBBUT)
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REMEMBERED ON CARDS
(and possibly only on cards)

DEREK LEWENS

I believe it was Andy Warhol who once said that
"everyone will be famous for 15 minutes"! Well,
looking at old Guinea Gold cigarette cards, some
of the people depicted have certainly had their 15
minutes of fame and have long since faded into
obscurity.

Not being an expert on the Guinea Gold cards, I
have recently started to obtain a few of these. For
those unfamiliar with these photographic cards,
they cover numerous 'general interest' subjects
such as personalities, topographic scenes, animals
etc. They were issued around 1900.

One such card depicts a Colonel Dalgety; The Defender of Wepener. I had
never heard of Dalgety or even Wepener. However, if someone felt he was
important enough to have his own card I felt that I should, at least, find out
who he was!

In fact, Wepener was a town under siege during the Anglo-Boer War. A
British garrison, of approximately 2000 men
under Colonel E. H. Dalgety, was besieged by
the Boer commandos under the command of
General Christiaan de Wet, at Jammersdrift, on
the Caledon River. The siege lasted 17 days
until reinforcements arrived on April 25, 1900.
This action brought an end to the battle in favor
of the British. It was obviously overshadowed
by the sieges at Ladysmith and Mafeking but,
never the less, was still an important battle.
The British force losses stood at 3 officers and
25 men killed with 11 officers and 130 men
wounded. I have not been able to find out too
much more about Col. Dalgety after his deeds
at Wepener, however, but he is, at least,
remembered on cigarette cards.
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MIKE LEE WRITES: Peterkin issued a rare series of 8 cards, during the 1930s,
entitled "Dogs" with 8 different backs. My question is: Were these cards
issued by a local firm ? The late Ray Coles was convinced that Peterkin was
the trade name of a local firm. Has any member the answer ? If this was so, it
would add to the few local firms that have issued cards.

SUBMITTED BY PAULINE DOBSON (ON RECEIVING A COMPLEMENTARY
COPY OF "ON THE CARDS" No. 10): DATED: 23-12-13

Many thanks for the copy of
your magazine; a very
interesting and smart
publication. A magazine is
produced for the china
collecting club we belong to,
so I understand the problems
of finding material for each
issue and putting-out an
interesting item. If you should
want the odd card to illustrate
anything you are publishing, please get on to me and I will forward a scan.

I do have a small collection of postcards which are local to Reading besides
my main one. Are you interested in Sulham ? My great grandfather was
Coachman to the Wilder family and my great grandma also worked for them.
They lived in a tied cottage in the village and are buried in the
churchyard. According to the cards, it was a very pretty little village (Lilliput
used one of the cottages as a model!). I have visited Sulham but I don't
have very much information about it.

Your article on the Bamforth saucy cards raised a smile! I collect Donald
McGill cards as long as they have a cat on them ! I think they are absolutely
hilarious. I do have two postcards stamped on the reverse "Blackpool Post
Card Censorship Board APPROVED" with the signature of Chairman G. Allen.
I do not know the precise date but, as I have a second un-submitted example
posted in 1950, I think it was published a little bit earlier than the postcards
you mentioned.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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EDITOR'S RESPONSE: Thank
you, Pauline, for your
interesting letter. It is
reassuring to know that it is
not only 'cheeky chappies'
who enjoy Bamforth belly-
laughs! There do seem to be
many moggy varieties;
usually on a 'hot tin roof'!!
I'm sure there are quite a
few members who have a
local interest in the
picturesque village of
Sulham. I have tracked down
two postcards of the village
for you which are illustrated
here. They both date from
the early 1900s. The Sulham
old stocks, shown above, are
still in use today for when
the Editor's choice of saucy soup becomes 'too hot' such as in the
postcard illustrated. Iced water is the preferred method of punishment
for the overheated Editor (and for bringing relief to the poor unguarded
nudist)!

SUBMITTED FROM WEBSITE MAESTRO, ROGER McCALLUM, ON 19-12-13
Thanks for sending Issue No.9 of "On the Cards". Another excellent edition.

I've put it on the 'Reading Postcards' website with a thumbnail link on the
introduction page. I would normally say I'm looking forward to Issue No. 10
but, as I feature on the back page, I'm not so sure. I hope the club will not
lose too many members as a result of my appearance!

The resizing of the bottom links should not be too hard to accomplish. We
may be forced to change to a new web host next year and it would then be
an opportunity to overhaul the site generally. It would certainly seem
worthwhile to create a dedicated tab for the "On the Cards" library archive.
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EDITOR'S RESPONSE: Thanks
Roger. Yes, easy access to the
website magazine archive would
be a good move! Perhaps we
could include a few back issues of
"Natter" to give it a greater
historical perspective ? As if one
appearance by you in these pages
wasn't enough, here is another
one of you with your good lady

wife at this year's annual club dinner! And very happy and content you both
look too. Keep up the splendid web work Roger.

DEREK DAVIS WRITES: For those of us who were lucky enough to sit on Mike
Lee's table at the recent Annual Club Dinner in Sonning, we were treated to
an illuminating and colourful description of how to deliver a calf! Perhaps not
the best of subjects while one is 'tucking-in' to lamb or chicken but, none-the
-less, very entertaining.

EDITOR'S RESPONSE: Just be thankful
that Mike never got onto the subjects of
manure muck-spreading or pig-sty
maintenance! Here is a photo of the two
of you midway through Mike 'delivering'
his calving discourse. The puzzle card
shown illustrates 'calves' of a more

enticing nature!
A 1909 'LEG-PULLING' POSTCARD

FOR MIKE LEE !
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As of July 2014, "Card Times" will have a new Editor! I have recently
appropriated David Stuckey's business and will be operating under the
name of Ace Card Enterprises. A fresh bimonthly magazine will be created
called "The Card Scene" and it will incorporate "Card Times". The debut
issue I will be giving free to regular members of the Reading Card Club.

I am pleased to say that Coral Print has already kindly offered her
services as a regular contributor and Mike Tubb is providing material for the
'CS' postal auctions. Club activities will also be highlighted on a regular
basis. "On the Cards" will be produced in tandem with "The Card Scene".
The CSGB's "Cartophilic Notes & News", which I have been editing for four
years, will now be handed over to a new Editor.

My warmest appreciation and thanks goes to those who have kindly
given me support and advice during the critical initial stages of this exciting
new endeavour; especially Mike and Josephine Tubb, Gary Arkle, and
Margaret Brownlie. Tune-in to "The Card Scene" soon ! JOHN JJ

SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

FOR MIKE & JOSEPHINE: TWO
'TUBBS' ARE BETTER THAN ONE !
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JEAN BATTEN C.B.E. FEMALE AVIATOR
CORAL PRINT

Jean was born on September 15, 1909, in New Zealand, just six
weeks after Bleriot’s historic flight across the English Channel. Her
father was a dental surgeon in the town of Rotorua. When she was ten
she was excited by two flying achievements: (1) Alcock and Brown’s
flight across the Atlantic and (2) the first flight from England to
Australia made by the brothers Ross and Ken Smith. Her favourite
subject at school was Geography and, in 1928, Jean decided to
emulate her heroes by exploring the world by air.

She met Charles Kingsford-Smith during his tour of New
Zealand and, the following year, she took her first flight. She was so
thrilled by this experience that she decided to embark on a flying
career. She came to England and had her first flying lesson at the
London Aeroplane Club at Stag Lane. Other notable female aviators
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who learnt to fly there were Lady Heath, Lady Bailey, and Amy
Johnson. No sooner had she obtained her licence than she started
looking for a sponsor. Lord Wakefield, who had a great interest in
aviation, came to the rescue.

HER PRINCIPLE FLIGHTS WERE: -
1933: England-India (De Havilland Gypsy Moth airplane G-AALG)
1934: England-Australia (Women's Record) - 10.500 miles in 14 days 22
hours 30 minutes (De Havilland Gypsy Moth G-AALG)
1935: Australia-England - 17 days 15 hours. First woman to make a
return flight (G-AALG)
1935: England-Brazil - 5,000 miles in 61 1/4 hours total elapsed time.
World record and first woman to make England-South America flight
(Percival Gull G-ADPR)
1936: England-New Zealand. World record for any type. 14,224 miles
in 11 days 45 minutes total elapsed time; including 2 1/2 days in
Sydney. First direct flight from England-Auckland. World record for

fastest flight between Australia and
New Zealand (10 1/2 hours) on the
same flight. England-Australia solo
record - 10,500 miles in 5 days 21
hours (Percival Gull G-ADPR).
1937: Australia-England solo record - 5
days 18 hours 15 minutes. First person
to hold both England-Australia and
Australia-England solo records at same
time.

Jean had many honours for her
achievements including in 1936 the
C.B.E. Her decorations are as follows:-

1935: Brazil - Officer of the Order of
the Southern Cross.Pattreiouex "Flying" (1938)
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1936: France - Chevalier of the Legion of
Honour.
1936: Great Britain - Commander of the Order
of the British Empire.
1937: Great Britain - Coronation Medal.

At the start of the Second World War,
Jean gave-up flying and raised money for War
Funds by conducting lecture tours. On her
seventieth birthday, she celebrated by dancing
the 'can-can' and, despite her age, kicked
higher than anyone else! Her legs, as well as
her aircraft, were, perhaps, always destined to
fly high!!

She died on November 22nd 1982.
(The card on the left is from the Mars "Famous Aeroplanes, Pilots, &

Airports" 1938 trade series)

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR FRANCES STARMAN
All of us, at the Reading Card Club, offer heartfelt

sympathy to you, Frances, for the tragic loss of your son.
We were all shocked and saddened by the news at the

meeting, held on 27th March, where we signed a special
card of condolence. Please remember that you have

friends who care about you.
You are in our thoughts at this sad time.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE FOR JOSEPHINE TUBB
Very saddened to hear of the recent loss of your dear sister.

Hold onto the precious and happy memories you have of her.
All your friends at the Reading Card Club send you their

deepest condolences for your great loss.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
RICHARD HOWARTH

It is now three months since I took over the reins and the club hasn't
folded! Of course, that's due to the efforts of the Club Committee and for
you, the members, turning-up for the usual varied programme.

One of the highlights has been the Annual Club Dinner which, once again,
took place at the Great House, in Sonning, with 30 members and guests
attending. It is a great venue and, despite road closures due to the rain,
everything went smoothly. This was due, in no small part, to the efforts of
Roy and Ann. Our thanks to them. I'm already looking forward to next year's
gathering.

Two events which I'm looking forward to are the river boat outing at the
end of August (if we haven't got a drought!) and the Annual Fair at
Rivermead. As all Chairmen say at this time of year, start preparing your
Competition entries. It is, once more, shaping-up to be a great day. Don't
forget to highlight your calendars with all the club meetings and events.

We've had a couple of members fall by the wayside, for various reasons,
but two new members joined during January. Welcome to Michael Gillibrand
and Julian Rideout. New members are always welcome so, if anyone shows
an interest, get them to come along.

Whatever you collect, good hunting. It's going to be a great year. Enjoy our
hobby and see you at the next meeting.

ROY'S CLUB NIGHT REVIEW
ROY SHEPPARD

Despite closed flooded roads, our guest speaker, Jean Fleming, made it
through to Charvil Village Hall, on February 13th, to display and talk about
her massive collection of WW2 collectables. She believes it to be the biggest
private collection of its kind in the UK. It includes a fully operational, genuine
wartime, NAAFI Tea Wagon which she takes to displays and National events.
Jean did not bring it on the night though! She did, however, bring along
masses of smaller wartime articles and explained their significance to the war
effort.

Jean commented that it was just a fraction of her collection and that she is
often called upon by the BBC, and the Imperial War Museum, to provide
information and display items. The time flew by and the members fully
expected to hear the sirens sounding at any minute! It brought back many
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nostalgic memories to the older members. After a WVS-style break for
refreshments, the meeting concluded with the Single Card Competition and
raffle.

On February 27th, the club held its annual Six Card Display Competition;
with the letter “I” as the theme. There were three classes: (1) Cigarette
Cards; (2) Postcards; and (3) Mixed cards. During the evening, the members
were all asked to judge the board displays and, afterwards, the winners were
announced. All the participants were asked to talk for a few minutes about
their entries. All  the entrants were congratulated on their ingenuity and the
effort shown in their diverse displays. The winners were :-
Cigarette/Trade Cards : Graham Wright - Huntley & Palmers “Inventors”.
Postcards : Roy Sheppard with “Industries of the Countryside”.
Mixed Cards : Ken Hussey with “Imperial Airways”.

The Annual Dinner, one of the highlights of the Reading Card Club’s
programme, took place at “The Great House”, at Sonning, on March 4th.
Thirty members and guests enjoyed a top class meal and relaxing
conversation where card collecting was not mentioned!!!

The meeting on March 13th was by guest speaker, Tony King, whose Power
Point presentation was entitled “Things ain’t what they used to be”. (Many
nostalgia-filled sights, sounds, and songs were presented which captured the
hearts and imaginations of the spellbound audience! I particularly enjoyed
hearing the swing-time jazz soundtrack to "Some Like it Hot!" - Ed).

The 27th March meeting was a General Dealing Evening at the Jubilee Hall
with special guest dealer Mike Collire in attendance.

DEREK FEELS A LITTLE QUEEZY AS MIKE EXPLAINS THE CALVING PROCESS !
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VINTAGE EPHEMERA PRINT: WARGRAVE 1901

ONE CARD COMPETITION & ATTENDANCE STATISTICS

JAN 9 JAN  23 FEB 13 FEB 27 MAR 13 MAR27
ATTENDANCES 27 31 23 27 29 28

COMPETITION
WINNERS:-
CIGARETTE JC CF BC PC DD CP
TRADE MT RW CF JC MT BC
POSTCARD CF MC CP BR CF CP
EPHEMERA MC CP GA JC JC CF
ABBREVIATIONS: MT = MIKE TUBB DD = DEREK DAVIS CP = CORAL PRINT
RW = ROGER WICHELOW GW = GRAHAM WRIGHT ML = MIKE LEE
BC = BRYAN CLARK MH = MARGARET HUSSEY JC = JOHN CAHILL
DG = DAVID GERKEN KH = KEN HUSSEY KT = KEN TOWNSEND JJ = JENNY JERRUM
CF = CHRISTINE FREWIN MC=MIKE COMPTON GA = GEOFF ASHTON
VP/JP = VERA & JOHN PALMER BR = BARBERA REID

GETTING IN PRACTICE FOR THIS YEAR'S CLUB BOAT TRIP ON THE THAMES !
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228th8

28226

6thM

2224th

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
24th APR: MEMBER'S AUCTION. Competition Theme: SUPPLY (C)
25th/26th APR: CARTOPHILIC SOCIETY CONVENTION & AGM - SOUTHPORT
8th MAY: LOCAL HOSPITALS IN WW1 (PP) - Roy Sheppard (C)
Competition Theme: NURSE (The wearing of nurse uniforms is optional !!)
29th MAY: 'BRING ALONG & TALK ABOUT' EVENING (J). Theme: TRAVEL
12th JUNE: MORE TALES OF UNEXPECTED (PP) - Alan Copeland (C)
Competition Theme: FACE (Another sound and vision extravaganza!)
26th JUNE: MEMBER'S GENERAL DEALING (J). Theme: SUPPORT
29th JUNE (SUNDAY): ANNUAL RIVERMEAD CLUB FAIR & COMPETITION
10th JULY: TALKS ON FAIR COMPETITION ENTRIES (C). Theme: SOLDIER
24th JULY: OPEN FORUM + BRING & SHOW (J). Theme: CLUB

FURTHER INFO: CONTACT BRYAN CLARK (Club Secretary) 0118 948 1350.
All are warmly welcome to our lively and friendly meetings.

(C) = Charvil Hall.     (J) =Jubilee Hall. PP = Power Point Presentation.

URGENT REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR: Contributions, however small, are
now urgently required. Articles, reviews, personal reflections, card
discoveries, and local Collector Fair news are always welcome. Please bring
your contributions along to the meetings and pass them onto me, the
Editor, or send them to me via email at: johndevaney222@btinternet.com
Or by post to: JOHN DEVANEY,

10 YELVERTON ROAD, WHITLEY,
READING,    RG2 7SU.

I can also be contacted on 0118 9752553 or by telepathy. Thank you.

CLUB AUCTIONS: CONTACT RICHARD HOWARTH
Telephone: 0118 9794459.

Unwanted collectables are always welcome (20p per Lot to
club members). Contact Richard or bring items to meetings.
Contact Richard or bring along to club meetings. This is an
easy way to sell your postcards; trade cards; cigarette cards;

and assorted ephemera.
For further Reading Card Club details please send a SAE to:-

BRYAN CLARK, 14 TOWER CLOSE, EMMER GREEN,
READING, RG4 8UU.

Email: bc975@aol.com Tel: 0118 948 1350
Or visit our website: www.readingpostcards.com
“On the Cards” is published by Reading & District

Cigarette Card & Postcard Club.
PRINTED BY CAMPBELL PRINTERS OF READING.



THE GRAND DINNER AT SONNING 2014
(PIX BY LIZ TEBBUT)

KEN HUNTS FOR BURIED TREASURE IN THE PLANT POT!

RICHARD'S MAGIC TIE
TICKLES HIS BELLY-BUTTON!

JOHN AND ANN TRY TO IGNORE RICHARD'S
"MY WAY" RENDITION!

HERE'S LOOKIN' AT YOU KID!

IS THAT A PINK ELEPHANT I CAN SEE BARRY ?THE SWEETEST SMILE!
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