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Topical Cards for Today - Egypt. 
 
As it is difficult to find cards representing Tunisia and Libya John  
Devaney has sent a cigarette packet front and an amusing trade card is-
sued in the USA by TCG in 1968 in relation to the Laugh In TV series. 
 
I have found a couple of Arbuckle's coffee cards of Egypt. Tripoli (Libya) is  
marked on the map card. The Arbuckle cards are from two series. ' 
A  view from a trip around the World' and 'Principal Nations of the World'. 
I had intended to show a postcard issued by Anglo American Oil Co to  
highlight petrol price rises but I have mislaid it hopefully to use in the  
next issue. 
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This Newsletter is published by Reading & District 

Cigarette Card & Postcard Club. 

 

For further details please send an SAE to:- 

 

Geoff Ashton, “Wahroonga”, Clarefield Drive, 

Maidenhead, Berks. SL6 5DP. 

 

Or visit our website:- 

 

www.readingpostcards.com 

Club Auctions 
 
Don’t forget. If you have any unwanted or surplus ‘collectables’ we can 
help you sell them through the quarterly club auctions. Obviously, post-
cards, cigarette cards and trade cards are particularly welcome but most 
collectables can find new homes on these popular evenings. The cost, to 
club members is only 20p per lot with no other commission charges. If you 
have anything you think might be suitable why not bring them along to any 
club evening or contact Richard Howarth on 0118-9794459. 

Newsletter Contributions 
 
We are always looking for articles and pictures for the newsletter. If you 
would like to make a contribution, however small, please contact the edi-
tor, Mike Tubb, at mwt1781@tiscali.co.uk. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

Front Cover:- 
 
Trade card issued by The Woolson Spice Company, Toledo, Ohio 
manufacturers of Lion Coffee. Card No 4 in a series of possibly 12. 
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Low headlights, old grill, 
semaphore signals. 
 
Trade card by Maxilin 
Marketing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High headlights, old grill, 
semaphore signals. 

 
 
 
 
High headlights, new grill, 
winking indicators. 



14/10 

:

 

 

The second car that I had was a Mor-
ris Minor, although it belonged to my 
father. 
 
Bless her, it never broke down and 
took me comfortably to wherever I 
had to go. I loved that car and always 
took care of her. I remember the 
throaty exhaust sound especially 
when I changed down a gear. Sadly, 
my father sold it to a student friend of 
my brother, who having driven it to his 
home, managed to park it in their front 
drive, forgetting to open the garden 
gates first. After all my care and atten-
tion, my car was badly bruised and 
battered. 
 
The Minor was launched at the Earls 
Court Motor Show in 1948 as a stan-
dard two-door and four-door saloon, 
along with a convertible version and a 
wood framed traveller estate, affec-
tionately called a ‘moggy’. The design 
was by Sir Alec Issigonis, who later 
designed the Mini. The prototype, 
which was called a Mosquito, was 
four inches narrower than the original 
Minor MM Series. From 1948-1953 it 
had a 918 cc side valve engine, and 
the headlights were placed in the hon-
eycomb grille, but later mounted 
higher up on the wings to meet safety 
regulations. It became standard in 
1951. It also had a split windscreen 
and semaphore indicators. In 1956 the 
Morris 1000 was launched, with the 
one piece windscreen along with a 
new slatted grille, and the semaphore 

indicators replaced with winking traffi-
cators, and a 1098 cc engine. 
 
During the late 1960's Morris Minor 
sales declined steadily. In 1968 when 
Leyland and B.M.C. merged to form 
British Leyland, annual production 
dropped to 31,640. In all 1.6 million 
Morris Minor/1000 had been pro-
duced. Production of the saloon con-
tinued until 1969, the year that Alec 
Issigonis was knighted, and 1971 for 
the Traveller. The Minor reached the 
one million mark in 1961, and this was 
marked by a limited edition of less 
than 500, with a Minor 1,000,000 
badge and painted a bright lilac col-
our. 
 
The Post Office, with it's bright red van, 
and the police used the Minor, as did 
district nurses. In the T.V. programme 
"Open all Hours ", Nurse Gladys gave 
Ronnie Barker heart palpitations every 
time she climbed into her Minor. 
 
Last year, when I wasn't feeling very 
well, Brian bought me a book to 
cheer me up. "Morris Minor the biogra-
phy". Then I wallowed in self pity and 
nostalgia and have since bought a few 
cards and books. In the introduction of 
the book, the first line is " To have one 
is to love one". Enough said. Anyone 
with any photographs, cards or books 
on this icon of transport, you know 
where you can find a loving and car-
ing collector. 

The Morris Minor 
Coral Print 
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Forthcoming Meetings 

                  Card competition 
April 14th  Charvil Village Hall  
 Members Auction.              Entry 
 
April 28th  St. Patrick’s Hall 
 T.V. Westerns - John Cahill 
  Part two of John’s history of the Western following on 
  from early movies. Bring your Stetson!        Hunting 
 
May 12th   Charvil Village Hall 
 Ancient Egypt - Ann Smith 
  The ancient world on a Power Point presentation.  
  Ann is a member of the local Egypt society and will 
  bring many artefacts with her.          Artefacts 
 
May 26th  St. Patrick’s Hall 
 Curiosities of the Chilterns (Part 1) - Alan Copeland 
  Alan looks at Reading before moving east towards 
  Maidenhead, Cookham etc. before finishing in Bucks.    Pump 
 
June 9th  Charvil Village Hall 
 Members General Dealing & Valuations. 
  Open to the Public.             Value 
 
June 23rd  St. Patrick's Hall 
 Huntley & Palmers Museum - Brendan Carr (Curator) 
  Brendon will bring along material donated to Reading 
  Museum when Nabisco closed in the town.       Collection 

This is also the last date for entries into the July auction. 
 

July 3rd (Sunday) 
  Annual Club Fair & Competition at Rivermead, Reading. 
 
July 14th  Charvil Village Hall 
  Bring along and talk about your competition entries 
  Don’t forget to bring your awards along!        Show 

 

 
If you need further information on any of these meetings, 

please consult your membership card or contact:- 
 

Geoff Ashton - Club Secretary on: 01628 637868 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 
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Meeting Statistics  
 
         Jan 13 Jan 27 Feb 10 Feb 24 Mar10 
 
Attendances       40   30   26   32   36 
 
Card competition winners:- 
Cigarette Card     MT  MT  DD  MT  MT 
Trade Card       BC   MT  GW  MT  CP 
Postcard       JC   CP   JJ   JC   JJ 
Ephemera      BC   BB   JC   JC   CP 
 
BB = Bryan Brinkley BC = Brian Clark  JC = John Cahill 
DD = Derek Davis  JJ = Jenny Jerrum  CP = Coral Print 
MT = Mike Tubb  GW - Graham Wright 

Editor’s Musings 
 
Welcome to Newsletter Number 14. 
 
It is March 8th as I write this. It is a glorious sunny day and our garden is 
full of spring flowers. Four club meetings have been held already this year 
with meeting number five a couple of days away. John Devaney gave our 
first talk of the year ‘No strings attached’ and I am glad to hear that he is 
so attached to the club and especially the membership that he is going to 
stay in this area and remain a club member. He is also a regular contribu-
tor to our newsletter so I  cannot afford to lose him. Thanks John. 
 
I think that I might have some stiff opposition in my efforts to retain the 
Single Card Competition title this year. With the success of the competi-
tion winning draw tickets in the raffle for both the entrants and for the 
judge I hope that we will get more and more card entries and volunteers to 
judge. If you would like to be the judge get in quick and speak to Coral and 
please also look out cards for the competition. I am looking forward to see-
ing what devilish subjects John Cahill has thought up for 2011-12. Does 
choosing the subjects give him an advantage? 
 
Enjoy your collecting and keep attending the meetings. I don’t know the 
figures but I guess our attendances are up on last year. 
 
Mike Tubb 
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Ken and Mike Lee requiring quite a 
few cards to complete their sets. 
There are four series of Dogs listed 
in Murray’s catalogue M30 and 30 
Champion Dogs and M30 and 30 
New Series of Dogs issued accord-
ing to the catalogue in 1902 & 1910 
respectively. As far as I have seen 

so far these cards were only issued 
by John Dwight & Co. I have pro-
duced illustrations of three of the 
four series below. I have no cards 
of the ‘standard’ New Series of 
Dogs and only one of the Cham-
pion Dogs. I show a front and back 
of the Medium sized in both series. 

In the next newsletter, space permitting, I will carry on with Part Two of 
this ‘enthralling’ series unless of course I get inundated with articles which 
might give me cause to postpone until space permits! It is up to you. 
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In Martin Murray’s 2011/12 cata-
logue trade section under Church & 
Dwight (Baking Soda U.S.A.) there 
are 41 different listings but this list 
only gives a fraction of the overall 
story. 
In 1839 Dr Austin Church was mak-
ing and selling “Saleratus”  or bi-
carbonate of soda in Rochester 
New York. This enterprise did well 
and in 1846 Dr Church and his 
brother-in-law John Dwight leased 
land in New York for a bicarbonate 
of soda factory and began business 
as John Dwight & Company.  In 
1865 Dr Church resigned from 
John Dwight & Company and in 
1867 with his two sons established 
a bi-carbonate of soda factory in 
Brooklyn and the business Church 
& Company was started using the 
Arm & Hammer insignia on their 
packaging. In 1896 John Dwight & 
Company and Church and Com-
pany merge under the name, 
Church & Dwight Company (New 
York). 
The names John Dwight, Church & 
Company, Arm & Hammer and 
Church and Dwight  form a large 
part in making the collecting of 
Church & Dwight cards a Heaven 
or Hell experience as I will attempt 
to explain. 
I always try to find somebody or 
something to blame for my 
changes in collecting Mike Lee, 
(always try to mention him some-

where) is the reason I moved from 
collecting stamps to Cigarette & 
Trade Cards. I then made my col-
lection very much Reading Football 
club related but promotion to the 
Premiership ended my love affair 
with the club and I have just about 
disposed of my card collection and 
moved into various areas of adver-
tising cards. I am concentrating on 
a number of companies mainly with 
American roots but with world wide 
sales Church & Dwight being one 
of those amongst other items one 
can purchase Arm & Hammer 
toothpaste in this country. 
I was perusing eBay a while back 
looking for cards for my own collec-
tion but also hoping to find cards 
for other club members when I 
came across a Dog card issued by 
John Dwight & Co. Now when I first 
saw this my mind did not immedi-
ately associate John Dwight with 
Church & Dwight. I looked in the 
catalogue couldn’t find John Dwight 
of course and thought only one 
thing to do telephone the Dog peo-
ple i.e. Margaret & Ken (Hussey). 
They did know of the John Dwight 
cards but hadn’t got many so there 
was a period of time where I was 
purchasing as many as I could get 
to help along M & K’s collection 
and start off Mike Lee’s. This went 
well for a while then the cards just 
didn’t appear on eBay so the sup-
ply dried up with both Margaret & 

Church & Dwight a Collector’s Heaven or Hell - 
Part One 
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We had a very encouraging start to 
the year, with John Devaney and 
his “No Strings Attached”. This in-
cluded Gerry & Sylvia Anderson 
‘Thunderbirds’, which was made in 
Slough in the 1960’s and 70’s. 
 
We always have a good evening 
with a members participating show, 
and we weren’t disappointed when 
we brought along “Items of Inter-
est”. It’s amazing what we all col-
lect. John Cahill did a great job with 
the competition letter ‘F’, and now 
is the time to start thinking about 
your entry for the Annual Fair. 
 
A Victorian Costume evening with 
Valerie Batt-Rawden was a differ-
ent, but none the less very enjoy-
able subject, especially for the gen-
tlemen when she revealed the 
seven petticoats that she wore. A 
super programme John, and we 
look forward to the rest of the year. 
 
Very many thanks to Roy and Ann 
for organising the Annual Dinner. 
You always do us proud. We have 
a new member, Lyn Palmer, who 
read about us on the website, and 
she has come to several of our 
meetings. Barbara Reid, encour-

aged by Richard, came to the last 
meeting and hopes to join as well. 
Welcome to you both. 
 
I hope you like the new format of 
our Newsletter, don’t forget to write 
an article if you can and sort out 
those auction lots. I look forward to 
the Annual Fair, and please let me 
know if you can help on the day. 
 
It was with great sadness that we 
heard of the death of Tony 
Barham. Tony was knocked down 
by a car while crossing the road at 
a zebra crossing while coming to 
our last club meeting. He had 
severe spinal injuries including two 
broken bones in his neck. 
Roy and Ann visited him in the 
Royal Berks Hospital and found 
him in good spirits despite his inju-
ries. He said he thoroughly 
enjoyed the club meetings. Sadly, 
ten days after his accident he 
died from his injuries and pneumo-
nia. He was a very knowledgeable 
person and a real gentleman who 
will be greatly missed by us all. 
Our thoughts are with his family at 
this sad time. 
 
Coral Print. 

Chairman’s Report 

Don’t forget our Annual Club Fair & Competition 
 

Sunday July 3rd at Rivermead, Reading. 
 

Start thinking about your competition entry... 
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I would like to take this opportunity 
to write a few reflective lines on 
what I consider to be the true 
value, for me personally, of our 
unique and warmly welcoming club. 
 
As some of you know, over the 
past year or so I have been the 
unfortunate victim of antisocial be-
haviour. Thankfully, these sorry 
excuses for human beings have 
now left the scene but, as a conse-
quence, I am still endeavouring to 
find somewhere less threatening to 
live. The understanding support 
and genuine concern I have re-
ceived from several members of 
the club during this difficult, often 
traumatic and oppressive, time 
have helped me to fight this feral 
affliction with renewed fortitude and 
has enabled me to keep faith with 
the goodness of human nature. 
 
When my car was destroyed (with 
only 10,000 miles on the clock!), 
Ken Hussey kindly came to my res-
cue and gave me lifts to the club 
meetings (no need for ‘International 
Rescue’ with Ken around!). The 
company of his wife Margaret, and 
affectionate travelling companion 
Frances, lightened my heavy spirit 
considerably…..and no, there was 
no ‘hanky panky’ on the backseat !  
Coral, Roy & Ann, and Geoff all 
offered me a compassionate ear 
over the phone and strengthened 
my resolve not to let the brainless 

bully boys get the better of me.  
Graham, Beverly, and their daugh-
ter Angela touched me deeply with 
their kindness and bright enthusi-
asm for life when the world seemed 
so dark and hostile. Mike Tubb has 
been instrumental in taking my 
mind off the grim realities of 21st 
century streetlife with his countless 
fascinating and amusing digital 
transmissions. John Cahill and his 
wife Ann continue to enrich my life 
with their friendship and down-to-
earth pragmatic perspective. Last, 
but not least, all the members 
have, at some time or other, given 
me cause to rejoice in their valued 
companionship and their good (and 
not so good!) humour……..even 
Derek’s painful jokes became a 
much-needed pleasurable distrac-
tion.  
 
I wish to sincerely thank all of you 
for being there when I needed you 
most. I have learnt a valuable les-
son over the past year about how 
vital it is for our emotional and psy-
chological well-being to be involved 
in a healthily creative and interac-
tively vibrant social setting; particu-
larly during periods of personal vul-
nerability. The friendly social as-
pect, more than anything else, is 
what makes the Reading Card Club 
so special. Aside from the excellent 
talks and numerous card activities, 
it is the fundamental qualities of 
easy-going togetherness, shared 

A Personal Dedication to the Reading Card Club 
John Devaney 
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interest and respectful acceptance 
which ultimately nurture the posi-
tive vibes that keep it alive for us.  
Individually, you each have every 
reason to be proud of being active 
members of our flourishing club 
and we are all equally blessed to 
be in the revitalising company of 
such wonderful people. The world 
is a brighter, more fun-loving, place 
for having you in it. A big heartfelt 
THANK YOU to you all! 
 
Hey Derek, have you heard the one 
about the actress and the bishop 
…….. ? 

Mike Lee has lent me this January 1981 copy of The Waltham St. Law-
rence with Shurlock Row Church magazine. In it is an advert, pictured, 
that I must have put in for Cigarette cards and Postcards although I cannot 
remember anything about it. It was probably put in for the year and 
whether it produced any results or not I also cannot remember. This would 
have been the year the club moved from Colleton School to Loddon Hall. 

A Blast From The Past 


